The early story of coronary artery disease.
Angina pectoris was first adequately described and named in 1772. However, coronary artery disease, as the cause, was noted in 1779. The pathology and clinical features of myocardial infarction were only recognized in 1912. The distinction between angina and infarction was clarified in the 1920s. Nitrate therapy remained the sole treatment until modern medical and surgical developments which this review does not cover.